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Dear Dave, 

Walter ^unchell was bofore? your time. He made '^esse Helms look like a saint# 

I have not read and will not read the books this article apparently condenses 
do I don't and won t know what is in them# 

But one cannot write honestly about Winchell and his art and science of 
character assassination without mention of the FBI's role in it - its uses of him, 
his largo audience and his skill at and love of character assassination# 

Particularly political, his red-biiting# Ho was a large part of the conditioning 
of the national mind and atttidues, of both the unthinking and the politically 
ambitionSf who know or should have known better# He was Dies before Dios, McCarthy 
before McCarthy, and helped create their audiences for them# 

A.S an illustration of his power and of the kinds of people who regarded him as 
important: as you know I spent some months with the Department of Justice in the then- 
famous Harlan conspiracy case, the U.S# agdinst the Harlan County, iCy, coal operators and 
their deputised gun thugs, U.S* v 1-Iary Helen, et al# "Mary Helen" was the name of a mine 
corporation that h^ippened to be listed first in tlie indictment of more than 60 corporatios 
and individuals# Winchell' s broadcasts in tliose pre-TV days v/ere Sunday nights, as I 
now recall, at 8 8:00# Brien McMahon, then head of the criminal Division and later U.S# 
Senator from Connecticut and then autliory of the atomic Energy Act, and many of the staff 
he took to Kentucky with him, ntiver missed a Winchell broadcast. They all waited for it to 
begin if they had soraething they could postpone to do, gathered around the radio in the 
room in which Jt was in that country hotel, and waited, iiith baited breath and excitement# 
And then they'd discuss it# What Winchell, that stinking bastard, had to say, was that 
important# 

I am not saving th^t Oc;ch and every lawyer from DJ loved hdlm or even listened to 
those broadcasts and I’m sure some detested him, not that I can recall any specifics# 

But to most what this very bad and not well informed man had to say was that important# 

2ho note I made on the clipping reflects the fact that the FBI used him, gave 
him information and leaked to him# His political views and those of Hoover were identical# 
I'm not sure of my recollection ^d I'm not checking the file to see, but I think that 
there came a time when Hoover had no more use for him# 

As with the supposed civil-libertarian Morris Ernst, who was Hoover's lauyer until 
“^oover wanted nothing more to do with him# I do have a file on this# 

Best, 



